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CHARLES HEOD 
ELECTION '76: ORE “FEK To €O 

ANHCR: WITH ELECTION DAY JUST ONE WEE AYAY, THRTE NE! POLLS 
SHOM DEMOCRAT JIMMY CARTER STILL IN THE LEAD WHILE A iiAUGRITY OF 
THE NATION'S NEVSPAPESS, IH RECENT EDITORIALS, SAY THCY'RE FOR 
PRESIDEUT FORD. CHARLES NT&DD HAS THIS COMMENT. 
VOICE: PRESIDENT GERALD FORD AND JILfty CARTER ARE ON THE ROAD IN 
A FINAL, TiTEHSTYE SEARCH FOR VOTES -- BOTH CANDIDATES AWARE THAT 
THE ELECTIGiH! IS CLOSE CiO0UGH TO TURN OM A SINGLE ELEVENTH-HOUR 
GREAKTHROUCH, AS THEY BEGAI! THCIR CLIMATIC CROSS-COUNTRY JOURNEYS, 
THREE VEENLY HAGAZINES PUBLISIIED POLLS SHO'NTHG MISTER CARTER STILL 
THE FAVORITE. It! A NATION-WIDE SURVEY OF VOTER SENTIMENT, TINE 
HAGAZINE PUT THE CARTER MARGIN AT FOUR PER CENT, THO POIHTS LESS 
THAN THE LATEST GALLUP POLL. THE OTHER TiO HAGAZINES TOOK STATE- 
BSY-STATE SURVEYS, NEMSYEEK CONCLUDING THAT THE DEMOCRAT HAS AT 
THIS STAGE EHOUGH ELECTORAL VOT~S TO “I!!, U.S. NES AND “ORLD 
REPORT FIHDINCG HIii AHEAD BUT STILL SHORT OF AN ELECTORAL MAJORITY. 
ALL THREE SURVEYS SUGGESTED THE FINAL OUTCOI:= WILL HINGE ON THOSE 
VOTERS WHO ARE STILL UNDICIDED. 

HRANUHILE, AMERICAN ME''SPAPERS HAVE BEGUN HAKING THEIR EDITORIAL 
EnDORSENENTS, AND THOS® THAT HAVE DOHE SO ARE SIDING WITH 
RESIDENT FORD GY A THREE~TO-OHE HARGIN. MANY OF THE ENDORSEIIENTS 
FOLLOVED TRADITIOUAL PARTY ALICHHENTS, FOR HOST PUSLISHERS TEND TO 
BE REPUBLICAN, SURPRISIiG, HCYEVER, YAS THE LARGE NUMBER OF 
SOUTHERN PAPERS SACKING THE PRESIDENT, INCLUDING SEVEN OF THEM IN 
HISTER CARTER'S HOME STATE OF GEORGIA, 

WHILE THE PUBLISHERS WERE EXPRESSING THEIR SYHPATHIES, MANY 
JOURHALISTS CONTIiiUED TO EXPRESS THEIRS, AND FOR THE MOST PART 
THEY REMAIN CRITICAL OF THE CANDIOATES AND THEIR ALLEGED CAMPAIGH 


FAILURES, NONE OF THIS IS VERY NEt! TO AMERICA:! POLITICS, AND FOR 
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THE FIRST TINE THIS YEAR THE PRESS ITSELF 1S COMING IN FOR SOHE 
CRITICISH, WRITING It! THO WASHTHETON POST, BRITISH MEVCHAT HEDRY 
FAIRLIE HAD SOME HARSH YORDS FOR HIS AMERICAM COLLEAGUES, SAYIMC 
IN EFFECT THAT THE CANDIDATES HAVE DONE A FAR CETTER JOB THAI! 
THEIR JOURNALISTIC CRITICS IN PRESEHTING THE ISSUES. 

BOTH FAIRLIE AND THE \IIDELY-READ, SYNDICATED COLUMNIST JACK 
ANDERSON AGREE ON OE THI''G <= THAT GERALD FORD AND JIMMY CARTER 
PROVIDE THE VOTERS WITH A VERY DISTINCTIVE CHOTCE. THE TWO MEI 
DRAMATICALLY DIFFER IN PERSOKALITY, GACKGROUND AND POLITICAL 
PHILOSOPHY, REPUBLICAN FOND IS THE BETTER KNOMT! QUANTITY WHO 
OFFERS CONTINUITY, '!HILE DESOCRAT CARTER PROMISES CHANGE. AND 
AFTER HONTHS OF TtlTzt:s® CAMPAIGHING, INCLUDING THNES TELEVISED 
DEOATCS, TE MATURE OF TH CHOICE IS PROGASLY CLZAR TO MOST 
AHERICANS, EVEi! IF THE PRESS STILL THINKS OTHSRVIS§. 
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